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The Anglo-Saxons and Vikings

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxsbcdm/articles/zqrc9j6

In this unit, you will learn:

• Characteristic features of the period, including the ideas, beliefs, attitudes 
and experiences of men, women and children in the past.

• Reasons for and results of historical events, situations and changes in the 
period.

• To recognise that the past is represented and interpreted in different ways.

Bayeux Tapestry – 70m long 
embroidered cloth depicting the 
events leading up to the Norman 
conquest.
Danelaw – The northern and eastern 
part of England ruled over by the 
Vikings
Danegeld – Money paid to the Vikings 
by the Anglo-Saxons to make them 
go away.
Longship – A long, narrow warship 
used by the Vikings.
Mead – An alcoholic beverage made 
from honey, water and yeast often 
with spices and herbs.
Offa’s Dyke – A larger liner 
earthwork on the border of Wales 
and England ordered by King Offa.
Saga – A long story about the 
adventures of heroes and gods.
Thatch – The craft of building a 
roof with dry vegetation such as 
reeds and straw.
Valhalla – The Viking feasting hall 
where warriors went after they 
were killed in battle.

The kings of Anglo-Saxon Britain each 
ruled their own kingdom and the people 
in it. They fought to defend their 
kingdom or take control of other 
kingdoms. 

When the Anglo-Saxons first settled 
in Britain, there were seven kingdoms, 
but by AD 878 there was just one 
kingdom left (Wessex) as the others 
had been overrun by the Vikings. Many 
Anglo-Saxon kings tried to resist the 
Vikings and fought hard to keep control 
of their land. 

King Alfred the Great was the best 
known Anglo-Saxon king and the first 
to defeat the Vikings in battle.
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https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/anglo-saxons/


