
NPA Knowledge Organiser: Year 4 History – Autumn term 

Sing a song! ‘London’s Burning’ is a song derived from the great fire of London 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Atpbo3wOts 

The Roaming Romans 

What were seaside holidays like in the past? People have been 
going on seaside holidays in the UK for over a hundred years. 

Rail travel made it cheaper and easier for people to travel to the 
coast with their families. Many things that we see at the seaside 
now such as donkey rides, arcades and buckets and spades have 

been enjoyed by people of all ages for many years. However, 
not everything is as it was 100 years ago. For example do you 
know about bathing machines? They were wooden carts that 
ladies could get changed in because it was considered rude to 

be seen in a swimming costume. They were then rolled into the 
sea and ladies could go straight from the cart into the sea 

without being seen!  

baths - Romans created public 
baths heated by a central heating 
system 
Chester - a city in Cheshire 
founded by the Romans 
Colchester - Roman capital of 
Britain until it was destroyed 
under Boudica’s rebellion.  
colosseum - A huge oval 
amphitheatre built in Rome to 
watch gladiators battle 
conquer - to overcome and take 
control of a place or people by 
military force 
empire - The Roman empire was 
controlled from Rome and  
included most of Europe, the 
Mediterranean and North Africa 
roads - The Romans built the first 
roads in Britain and were 
distinctively straight. 
 
 
 
 
 

Watch - ‘Horrible Histories’ Rotten Romans 
https://horriblehistoriestv.wordpress.com/rotten-romans/ 

We will be answering the enquiry 
question:  
What have the Romans ever done for 

me? 
 

We will investigate the impact of the 
Roman Empire on modern day life by 
exploring the reach of the empire, daily 
life in Roman times and Roman 
Nantwich! 

By the end of this unit you’ll know: 
• why the Romans invaded Britain, 

and some of the benefits they 
brought, and know what kind of 
evidence survives 

• how to interpret evidence and why 
it is so important 

• why the Romans chose to settle 
around Nantwich 

• which time period the Romans 
belong to 

• the difference between BC and AD  
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Make Roman burgers - https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/siteassets/home/members-area/ 
kids/kids-rule---roman-britain/eh_web_roman_burger.pdf 

Important People 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Julius Caesar (100 BC – 44 BC) crossed the  
Rubicon river and led an army into Rome to take  
over the government. He won many battles but  
was only emperor for a year until he was killed.  
He invaded Britain twice but did not set up any  
forts. 

Caesar Augustus (63 B.C. - 14) was seen as the  
first real Roman Emperor when he took power in  
27 BC, he was Julius Caesar’s adopted son.  

Claudius (10 B.C. – 54) led the successful invasion 
of Britain and was responsible for building lots  
of new roads and aqueducts throughout the  
Empire. 

The spread of the Roman empire 
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