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EYFS/KS1 
 

Rain is falling down 
To learn the song Rain is Falling Down  and identify the pulse and rhythm.  

 

Learning Objectives 
• To use untuned percussion instruments as an accompaniment demonstrating pulse 

and rhythm; 

• To understand symbols can be used to represent sound; 

• To recognise changes in dynamics. 

Learning Outcome 
• To use untuned percussion instruments as an accompaniment demonstrating pulse 

and rhythm; 

• To understand symbols can be used to represent sound; 

• To recognise changes in dynamics. 

Lesson Activities 
• Learn the song Rain is Falling Down. The lyrics are: 

Rain is falling down, splash! 
Rain is falling down, splash! 
Pitter patter, pitter patter 
Rain is falling down, splash! 

Sun is peeking out, peek! 
Sun is peeking out, peek! 
Peeking here, peeking there 
Sun is peeking out, peek! 

  

• Tap different parts of the body to the pulse of the song; ask some children to tap 

the pulse on untuned percussion instruments. 

• Progress to clapping the rhythm of the words and then play on the percussion 

instruments. Show the pupils two flashcards, one with the word 'rhythm' written on 

it and one with the word 'pulse' written on it. Whilst singing the song, hold up one of 

the flashcards and pupils must respond by tapping the pulse or rhythm. 

Extension Activities 
Pupils can create new verses for the song about different types of weather, making sure 

that the words fit the rhythm of the song. 

Assessment 
Can the children follow the shape of the tune? Are they able to differentiate between pulse 

and rhythm and tap the appropriate patterns during the song?  

https://youtu.be/af7mdMk-27I
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KS2 
 

Stone Age Melodies 
To use rhythmic notation and tuned percussion instruments to create a short melody. 
Learning Objectives 

• Compose and play simple rhythmic patterns (C3) 

• Compose a piece of music within a given structure (C4) 

Learning Outcome 
• All pupils will be able to maintain a pulse throughout a song and play a simple 4 

beat rhythm 

• Most pupils will be able to use standard notation to write a 4-beat rhythm 

• Some pupils will have progressed further and will: be able to understand how pitch 

can be can be represented on scores 

Lesson Activities 
• Recap the songs learnt in the previous lessons. Discuss with the children ways of 

enhancing the performances by accompanying with body percussion or percussion 

instruments. 

• Play a 4-beat rhythm for the children and ask them to notate using standard 

rhythmic notation on a small whiteboard the rhythm they have heard.   

• Ask each child to write a 4-beat rhythm on their whiteboard (remind them of berry 

and nut if that helps) which they can then perform. Listen to some of the 

children’s rhythms and check the notation matches what they are playing. Pair up 

with another child and put the two rhythms together to create an 8 beat phrase. 

Then each pair must pair up with another pair to create a 16 beat phrase. Each 

group must clap through the 16 beat tune and check they are happy with the order. 

Once they have finalised their 16 beat pattern give each group of 4 a selection of 

tuned percussion instruments, this can be limited to three or 4 notes. As a group 

they must decide which note they want each beat to be played on, tell them to 

write the letter name under each beat on their whiteboards. 

• Rehearse the pieces and then perform the composition to the rest of the class. 

Extension Activities 
Record the composition performances. Watch back with the children and evaluate what 

worked well and what could be improved. 

Assessment 
Can they notate a 4-beat rhythm? Can they play a simple melody from notation? 


