
 

                                        
 

          
       
                  Wednesday 20th May 2020  

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
Further to the letter you received from St Bart’s Multi Academy Trust CEO Chris Brislen 
earlier this week, this letter outlines in more depth the steps Nantwich Primary Academy is 
taking following government guidance to ensure school opens safely on 1st June 2020 
subject to final confirmation. 
 
We recognise and acknowledge that in this crisis situation, you must do what you feel is the 
best and safest thing for your child. The government also recognises this, and therefore no 
action will be taken for non-attendance of the specified year groups if we do start to open our 
doors in some form from 1st June. 
 
All steps we take must be sustainable for the foreseeable future and we must balance school 
and home provision going forward. It is unrealistic for us to return immediately to the 
National Curriculum or the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework in full, and a gradual 
approach will be used based on the professional judgement of our staff. 
 
To facilitate the health and safety of everyone, we will return on a 4½ day week basis to 
allow for deeper cleaning and learning preparation on Friday afternoons. School will close at 
1pm on Fridays except for Key Worker children attending as prearranged with Mrs Spence. 
 
Below is a summary of how school will look, feel and operate during this phased return. 
 
Please read this carefully and share relevant points with your child – it is vitally 
important that we have a shared understanding and shared expectations during this 
critical reopening phase. 
 
Daily organisation and learning 

• To minimise contact between pupils, children will remain together in designated 
‘bubbles’ which will be small consistent groups of either Reception, Year One or Year 
Six children and allocated staff. 

• To minimise contact, staff and children will remain in designated bubbles of no more 
than 15 children and up to 3 staff.  

• The designated bubbles may mean your child will not be with their friends or usual 
teacher. 

• Pupils will not be lining up during the school day other than when they are waiting to 
enter the building and then they will be supervised by whoever is dropping off and 
markers will clearly indicate 2m distancing (similar to supermarkets).  

• There will be designated entry and exit points for each year group. 

• Times for the start and end of the day will be staggered to avoid unnecessary contact 
with other pupils and specifics will be shared with each year group closer to opening.  

• Only one parent/carer should drop off and collect to minimise the number of adults 
on the premises and adults must not wait around the entry/exit points or school 
perimeter.  
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• There will be minimal use of corridors, with movements around school made 
externally where possible. Learning will take place outside as often as possible so 
please keep this in mind when deciding on clothing and footwear. 

• Pupils will have their own individual equipment provided by school and will not need 
to bring in anything else. Pupils will be sitting apart, spaced out on singular tables set 
in rows with space between.  

• Resources not easily washable/wipeable will be removed from rooms and put out of 
use. Soft toys and furnishings and unnecessary furniture have been removed from 
classrooms to ensure cleaning regimes are manageable. 

• Pupils must not bring a school bag, reading folder, PE kit or other items unless 
absolutely necessary and arranged with staff in the bubble. Bikes and scooters must 
not be brought on the premises. 

• PE will be limited to activities which do not involve equipment or touch and can be 
undertaken at a safe distance. PE kits are not required. 

• Home learning will continue to be available for year groups not currently involved in 
the phased reopening plans and for those choosing not to attend. 

• All conversations with staff will need to be undertaken via email, telephone or 
Classdojo messaging outside of teaching hours.  

 
Behaviour 

• All children and adults will be expected to fully comply with all our guidelines and 
expectations. If they are unable to do so and therefore become a risk to the health, 
safety and wellbeing of others, parents will be contacted and asked to collect them. If 
a pupil cannot abide by the rules, nobody is safe and risk levels rise. 

 
Childcare, Before and After School Club 

• The childcare provision for Key Worker children not in Reception, Year One or Year 
Six will continue to be available as it has been since lockdown.  

• There will be no Before and After School Club provision available unless agreed by 
prior arrangement with Mrs Spence for Key Worker children. 

 
Breaktime, Lunchtime, Food and Drink 

• Breaktimes and lunchtimes as well as toilet visits will all be made separately to other 
bubbles using staggered timings – there will be no contact or coming together of 
bubbles during the day and bubbles will have designated outdoor areas to use.  

• All lunches will be school or home prepared. Lunches from school will consist of a hot 
or cold packed lunch delivered to each bubble to be consumed in their classroom or 
designated outdoor space all the while observing social distancing. 

• If your child is bringing their own packed lunch, it must be in a disposable bag with 
disposable wrappings and utensils. School will not provide these and your child must 
be able to open items sent in. Lunch must include a disposable drink also. 

• Snack will be available each morning consisting of toast and drink, with a bacon bap 
on Fridays. Payment must be made via School Money before 9am on a Monday 
morning for the whole week. School will not accept any cash. 

• Staff will be observing social distancing rules which will include their lunch and 
breaktimes, just as the children will be encouraged to do. Consistent staff will be 
allocated to bubbles. 

• Pupils will need to bring a water bottle that has been washed and refilled at home 
every day. 

 
 
 
Free School Meals 

• If you are in receipt of Income Based Free School Meals and your child is in school, 
vouchers will cease as a packed lunch will be provided.  



 

                                        
 

• The government has stated that School Meal Vouchers will not be available for the 
Half Term Holiday (25th – 29th May).  

 
Hygiene 

• Pupils and staff will wash their hands on entering the building, at morning breaktime 
(start and finish), lunchtime (start and finish) and afternoon breaktime (start and 
finish) as well as additional times when they may need to visit the toilet.  

• There will be designated unisex toilets for each bubble, use will be staggered, and 
toilets for younger children will have their photo on the door to indicate which cubicle 
and sink they must use. 

• Good hygiene will be taught regularly and pupils will be reminded frequently about 
handwashing and cleanliness. This will include the use of a tissue mantra ‘Catch it, 
Bin it, Kill it’ for sneezing, runny noses and coughs. If this is occurring frequently, a 
call home will be made. 

• All pupils who suffer from allergies that may cause runny noses, sore eyes and / or 
coughs, must ensure medication is administered before school that will last all day 
e.g. Once a Day Piriton. 

• Staff and pupils must avoid touching their eyes, nose and mouth as these are the 
mucus areas where the virus attaches itself. 

• Every item of your child’s clothing must be washed daily to limit the virus being 
transferred from school to home and from home to school. To support parents in this, 
we will not be expecting children to wear uniform at least in the first two weeks back. 

• Staff will also be wearing more relaxed / informal clothing. 
 
Cleaning 

• Cleaning regimes and patterns will change with toilets, doors and frequently touched 
surfaces cleaned after entering each day, at the beginning and end of lunchtime and 
of course at the end of the day as well as any times in between as deemed 
necessary. 

• Staff will clean their hands after handling books and resources as well as areas of the 
classroom requiring additional clean down following learning activities. 

 
Covid19 Symptoms 

• If your child displays any known symptoms of COVID 19 they must not attend school 
and you must inform us. We can support you in ensuring a test is carried out 
urgently. Any positive test outcome will result in the staff and pupils in the bubble 
self-isolating for 14 days.  

 
These measures may sound somewhat unwelcoming and may seem a long way from the 
warm, family, nurturing atmosphere you and your child/ren are familiar with but please be 
assured whilst things will be different, we will do our utmost to continue to support your child,  
family, staff and school community however it may look and feel! Ultimately, these steps are 
necessary and appropriate in order to maximise everyone’s safety. 
 
Thank you for your kindness, tolerance and patience at this difficult time. What we do know 
for certain, is that you will continue to work with us and support us as we consider and 
establish what a safe return looks like at Nantwich Primary Academy. 
 
Most of you have now indicated whether your child will be returning to school or not. If this 
decision changes, you must let school know by phone or email before 1pm on 22nd May.  
 
Once school reopens, if your decision changes, you must contact school as soon as 
possible to arrange a start date as organisation does not allow for children to arrive 
unexpectedly, jeopardising the safety of others. 
 



 

                                        
 

We will be in touch soon with updates and more specific reminders for those year groups 
returning. This information will be sent via email, posted on the school website and Class 
Dojo. 
 
In the meantime, please stay safe and look after each other. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

SSpence 

 
Mrs Spence (Principal) 
           


