
‘Live’ Lessons for School Delivery 
w/c 29th June 2020 

EYFS/KS1 
[LMT Curriculum – Year 2, Unit 6, Lesson 1] 

The Planets Suite 
To listen to two contrasting pieces of music and identify how different mood s are 

created. 
Learning Objectives 

• To recognise changes in tempo, timbre, texture and dynamics (L3); 

• To understand different sounds create different moods (U3). 

Learning Outcome 
• All pupils will be able to say how a piece of music makes them feel and identify 

whether music is fast or slow, loud or quiet. 

• Most pupils will be able to say what the mood of the piece is and how tempo and 

dynamics have been used to create that mood. 

• Some pupils will have progressed further and will identify how timbre and texture 

are used to create a particular mood. 

Lesson Activities 
• Listen to the opening part of 'Mars' (Bringer of War) from the Planets Suite by 

Gustav Holst 

• Before playing the piece of music, explain to the children that it is about one of 

the planets but don’t tell them which one yet and don’t tell them the subtitle until 

after they have heard the piece. After listening to the piece can the children 

identify the planet, discuss how it made them feel, what it reminds them of. 

Explain that Mars is also known as the 'Bringer of War'. Talk about the instruments 

used to create the mood. Think about their pitch, the use of tempo and dynamics 

and how the instruments are layered in the piece (texture). 

Extension Activities 
• Repeat the activity with 'Venus' (Bringer of Peace). 

• Use a selection of percussion instruments to create two contrasting moods, 

frightening and peaceful. 

Assessment 
Can the children describe how the music is making them feel? Can they identify some of the 

features of the music that create the effect? Are they using the correct vocabulary to 

describe these features?  

https://youtu.be/Jmk5frp6-3Q
https://youtu.be/EE6_PacCnRw


‘Live’ Lessons for School Delivery 
w/c 29th June 2020 

KS2 
[LMT Curriculum – Year 4, Unit 5, Lesson 3] 

I guess I'll go and eat worms 
Pupils will learn the Worm Song and use instruments to create sound effects for a 

performance. 
Learning Objectives 

• Discuss and implement improvements to performance with reference to musical 

vocabulary (P5); 

• Understand how sounds combine and create different effects, moods and feelings 

(UR5). 

Learning Outcome 
• All pupils will use sounds to illustrate a performance. 

• Most pupils will understand how sounds effects contribute to a performance. 

• Some pupils will have progressed further and will understand and experiment with 

how sounds effects contribute to a performance. 

Lesson Activities 
• Play the video of the Worm Song for the pupils to listen to, 

• Discuss the storyline including the use of humour. What audience would appreciate 

this song? How could it be improved? (Sound effects). 

• Teach the song. The lyrics are: 

Nobody likes me, everybody hates me, 
Guess I'll go eat worms, 
Long, thin, slimy ones; Short, fat, juicy ones, 
Itsy, bitsy, fuzzy wuzzy worms. 

Down goes the first one, down goes the second one, 
Oh how they wiggle and squirm. 
Up comes the first one, up comes the second one, 
Oh how they wiggle and squirm. 

• Focus on how the performer adjusts the tempo (speed) and dynamics (how 

loud/soft) for dramatic effect. Can the class perform it in a similar way? When the 

class are confident, try singing without accompaniment without pausing or altering 

dynamics for dramatic effect – how does this sound? Which way is better? Decide on 

a signal that will tell the singers when to slow down/pause and discuss the 

importance of a musical director or conductor – could any of the more confident 

pupils do this? 

• Explain that in the next session, pupils will be discussing and experimenting with 

different instruments to create sound effects to enhance the performance. 

Extension Activities 
Encourage more able pupils to direct by controlling tempo and dynamics. 

Assessment 
Can pupils control dynamics and tempo? Are all pupils watching and responding to the 

director? Can they explain how to improve their own performance? 

https://youtu.be/XrFViBSYPtQ

