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Effective Early Years education 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end 
of the Reception year. This policy outlines the provision Nantwich Primary Academy 
and Nursery offers to all its pupils aged three to five years. The Foundation Stage 
has its own framework and is therefore treated as a separate key stage. Early Years 
education is the foundation upon which young children build the rest of their 
schooling. It is a holistic education that encompasses all areas of learning and 
development. Foundation stage 1 (FS1) refers to Nursery and Foundation Stage 2 
(FS2) refers to Reception. 
 
This policy outlines the purpose, nature and management of the EYFS at Nantwich 
Primary Academy and Nursery. The implementation of this policy is the 
responsibility of all practitioners working in the EYFS setting. At Nantwich Primary 
Academy and Nursery we believe that all children are entitled to the best possible 
start to their school life and effective learning and development for young children 
requires high quality care and education by all practitioners. 
 
At Nantwich Primary Academy and Nursery, we want all children to be engaged in 
the learning process and for their learning to be relevant and purposeful. We believe 
children develop rapidly during the early years; physically, intellectually, emotionally 
and socially and that play, both indoors and outdoors, is an ideal vehicle for young 
children’s learning and development. Play based activities help children to explore, 
investigate, communicate and make sense of the world around them. Children are 
naturally inquisitive and curious; therefore we aim to provide a stimulating and 
focussed environment. All children in the Foundation stage should feel included, 
secure and valued and no child should be disadvantaged. 
 
Aims 
 

 To provide a secure, safe, caring and stimulating environment 

 To ensure that all children are valued 

 To build on what the children already know and develop a positive attitude and 
enjoyment of learning 

 To provide a range of opportunities to learn through direct experience, enquiry 
and active exploration, in the classroom and outdoors, using a wide variety of 
resources 

 To encourage independence and confidence 

 To value and respect the role parents and careers have and to work together 
in partnership 
 

The Early Years Framework 
 
The EYFS profile summaries and describes children’s attainment at the end of the 
EYFS. It is based on ongoing observation and assessment in the three prime,and 
four specific areas of learning and the three characteristics of effective learning. 
Practitioners working with the youngest children in Nursery will focus strongly on the 
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three prime areas, which are the basis for successful learning in the other four 
specific areas. The three prime areas reflect the key skills and abilities all children 
need to develop and learn effectively, and become ready for school. The balance 
will shift towards a more equal focus on all areas of learning as the children move 
through Reception. 
 
Prime areas – the prime areas begin to develop quickly in response to relationships 
and experiences, and run through and support learning in all other areas. The three 
areas are; Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Communication and 
Language and Physical Development. 
 
Specific Areas – the specific areas include essential skills and knowledge. They 
grow out of the prime areas and provide important contexts for learning. The four 
areas are; Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World and Expressive Arts and 
Design. 
 
Characteristics of effective learning  
 

 Playing and exploring; 

 Active learning; and 

 Creating and thinking critically 
 

The characteristics of effective learning describes factors which play a central role in 
a child’s learning and in becoming an effective learner. The characteristics of 
effective learning run through and underpin all seven areas of learning and 
development, representing processes rather than outcomes. Children are born 
ready, able and eager to learn. They actively reach out to interact with other people, 
and the world around them. However, development is not an automatic process; it 
depends on each unique child having opportunities to interact in positive 
relationships and enabling environments. Development Matters demonstrates how 
the four themes of the EYFS Framework and the principles that inform them work 
together to support the development of babies, toddlers and young children within 
the context of the EYFS framework. Development matters can help practitioners to 
support children’s learning and development, by closely matching what they provide 
to a child’s current needs. 
 
The four guiding principles should shape practice in early years settings and at 
Nantwich Primary Academy and Nursery we are committed to underpinning our 
provision with the four themes of the EYFS; a unique child + positive relationships + 
enabling environments = learning and development. 
 
A unique child 
 
We believe every child is a competent learner who can be resilient, capable, 
confident and self-assured. 
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Positive relationships 
 
We believe children learn to be strong and independent as a result of having secure 
relationships with parents and/or a key person. In a school environment this person 
will be a class teacher/teaching assistant. We aim to develop caring, respectful and 
professional relationships with the children and their families. 
 
Enabling environments 
 
The environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children’s 
development and learning. In our Foundation Stage, classrooms are organised to 
allow children to explore and learn securely and safely. There are areas where the 
children can be active, quite, creative, messy etc. The Foundation Stage classroom 
has defined areas of learning, where children are able to find and locate equipment 
and resources independently. The foundation stage has an enclosed outdoor area 
and children are able to free-flow between indoor and outdoor spaces. Being 
outdoors offers the children opportunities of exploring and investigating in different 
ways and on a bigger scale. They are able to explore, use their senses, develop 
their language skills and be physically active. 
 
Learning and development 
 
Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates; all areas of 
learning and development are equally important and inter-connecting. 
At Nantwich Primary Academy and Nursery we plan learning experiences from the 
children’s interests and believe they should play an active role in generating ideas. 
We plan for continuous provision inside and outside and weekly plans are based on 
all prime areas and specific areas of learning. 
 
Literacy and Mathematics plans focus on whole class teaching and teacher directed 
activities. The continuous provision plan ensures each area of learning is set up to 
enable children to learn, practise, transfer and extend their development. Child-
initiated play is an integral part of our daily routine and we support this by interacting 
and asking open questions that aim to challenge and engage all children. All of the 
Early Learning Goals are covered throughout the academic year and long and 
medium term planning takes into account the individual children’s learning and 
developmental needs. Parents are encouraged to be involved in the next steps for 
learning through access to LearningBook observations and parental consultations. 
 
Assessment 
 

 Children entering our nursery are observed during their first weeks. This 
provides baseline information. 

 Monitoring of each child will take place through daily observations, discussion, 
photographs, record keeping and planned formative assessments. All 
evidence collected during child-initiated play will be collated in each child’s 
personal ‘Learning Journey’ and in a secure online account on LearningBook. 
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Parents are more than welcome to contribute to this by providing evidence 
from what their child has independently achieved at home through adding 
contributions online or providing ‘WOW moments’.  

 Individual EYFS profiles are updated at the end of each term. At the end of the 
year individual scores against the ELG are submitted to the LA for FS2 
children.  

 An end of year report summarising the achievements in relation to the 
characteristics of learning alongside end of year scores is sent to parents. 

 Profile data is discussed with year 1 teachers so that they can continue to help 
the children achieve their full potential and transition is supported. 

 
In Early Years, observations are fundamental. They are used to inform planning and 
are crucial for making ‘next steps’ targets. Children give indications of their learning 
continually through what they say, what they do, how they approach activities, how 
they problem solve etc., and it is primarily by observing children that judgements are 
made. Observations are recorded in a variety of ways. At Nantwich primary 
Academy staff observations can include photographs, post-it notes, annotations on 
independent work, long focussed observations and online LearningBook 
observations. 
 
Continual informal and formal assessments undertaken by staff provide 
opportunities to identify any special educational needs a child may have. Children 
identified with special educational needs are monitored and initial concerns are 
discussed with parents and the SENCO. Additional advice may be sought from other 
agencies e.g. speech and language therapy service. 
 
Admissions 
 
At Nantwich Primary Academy and Nursery, children start in FS1 the term after their 
third birthday. Applications for places are made through the school office. 
Applications for places in FS2 are made through Cheshire East school admissions 
service.  
 
Transition 
 
Transitions are carefully planned for and time given to ensure continuity of learning. 
At any transition, we acknowledge the child’s needs and establish effective 
partnerships with those involved with the child and other settings, including 
nurseries and childminders.  Nantwich Primary Academy and Nursery is part of the 
Nantwich Education Partnership which holds an annual EYFS transition event; this 
allows feeder settings and schools to share information about children and take part 
in CPD to ensure an effective transition into school. EYFS staff will also visit children 
in their feeder settings in the term before they start in FS2. 
 
In the final term in Reception, the Year 1 teacher will meet with the Early Years staff 
and discuss each child's development against the Early Learning Goals and the 
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Characteristics of Learning for each child in order to support a smooth transition to 
Year 1. This discussion helps the Year 1 teacher to plan an effective, responsive 
and appropriate curriculum that will meet the needs of all children. 
 
 
Organisation of classes 
 
All staff within EYFS strive to develop excellent relationships with all children by 
interacting positively and taking time to listen. Our environment enables close 
attachments between children and practitioners. Attachment provides a sense of 
security so that children can become confident, independent and capable learners. 
In FS1 we offer 26 full time places for both 15 and 30 hours funding (reviewed 
termly). FS2 has spaces for up to 30 children. All children have access to water 
throughout the day and are provided with free fruit and milk (up to the age of five) 
during the day. On arrival each morning, the children receive a piece of toast.  
 
Partnership with parents, carers and families 
 
We wholeheartedly value and respect the contribution and knowledge of all parents, 
carers and families as we recognise that these are children’s first and most enduring 
educators. We promote democracy and therefore operate in a way that includes 
parents as much as possible. All parents are encouraged to attend parents’ 
evenings, open days and special school based events as well as be part of the 
wider school by joining ‘Friends of Nantwich Primary Academy’. ClassDojo is used 
to provide parents with information and we offer an open door policy for parents with 
any queries. 
 
Moderation and review 
 
 
The Senior Leadership Team carries out moderation and evaluation termly through 
observations and discussion. This is part of the whole school moderation schedule. 
Moderation also takes place regularly within the EYFS with practitioners and class 
teachers and, in the Summer term, the Year 1 teacher.  
Class teachers also moderate with other EYFS teachers from the Nantwich 
Education Partnership and take part in annual Moderation agreement trialling with 
the Cheshire East Early Year’s team.  
 
Welfare 
See Safeguarding and Safe Touch and Intimate Care Policies 
 
We work closely with other professionals to ensure our children have the best 
support in their learning and development. These can include Family Support 
workers, school nurses, health visitors and social services. 
 
Positive Behaviour 
See Positive Behaviour Policy 
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At Nantwich primary Academy and Nursery positive behaviour is expected and 
encouraged. All staff in the EYFS promote our school rules. We operate a reward 
system using ClassDojo and praise good behaviour and attitudes. Age appropriate 
strategies are used to develop a safe and secure environment for learning. 
 
Health and safety 
See Health and Safety Policy 
 
All reasonable measures are taken to ensure the safety of all children in the 
foundation stage. Documentation is signed and approved by parents before staff 
administer any medicines and only prescribed medicines are given. No hazardous 
substances are used with the setting. 
 
Equal opportunities 
See Equal Opportunities Policy 
 
In line with the schools equal opportunity policy, all areas of provision will be made 
accessible to all children regardless of age, sex, gender, culture, race, religion, 
ethnicity, family background, special educational need, disability or ability. At 
Nantwich Primary Academy and Nursery no child will be disadvantaged or 
discriminated against. 
 
 
Date: October 2018   Review Date: October 2019 


