
NPA Knowledge Organiser: Early Years Dinosaur Roar! 

  

 
 
 
 
 
We learn new vocabulary and concepts 

using the Word Aware Wizard. 
 
Prehistoric 
The time before history began. 
Dinosaur 
An extinct animal that means ‘terrible 
lizard’. 
Herbivore 
An animal that eats only plants. 
Carnivore 
An animal that eats only meat. 
Omnivore 
An animal that eats both meat and 
plants. 
Diet 
The food and drink that an animal eats. 
Fossil 
The remains of plants or animals that 
lived long ago. 
Paleontologist 
A scientist who looks at fossils and 
discovers which animal or plant they 
were. 
 
 

Useful websites:  
Natural History Museum Activities: https://www.nhm.ac.uk/take-part/try-this-at-home.html 

Dippy the Dinosaur  https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/dippy-the-dino-star.html   

Time to Talk 
 

Discuss these questions with your 
child and see if you can use books and 
the internet to find out the answers. 

 
What were the dinosaurs? 

 
When did they live? 

 
What did they eat? 

 
How big were the biggest dinosaurs? 

 
Where are the dinosaurs now? 

Did you know…? 
Mary Anning 1799-1847 

Mary Anning was an English palaeontologist who became known around the world 
for the incredible fossils she found on beaches in Dorset. When Mary was 12, she 
discovered a 5 meter long fossil skeleton. People at the time thought that any 
unrecognisable animal must have come from far-off lands, so scientists thought it 
might be a crocodile. Instead it was an ‘Ichthyosaurus’ (meaning fish lizard) and 
195 million years old! 

 

Facts and Knowledge 

Harry and the 
Bucketful of 

Dinosaurs 
by Ian Whybrow 

Dinosaur Roar! 
By  

Paul and Henrietta 
Stickland 
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Dig into fossils 
 

A Palaeontologist spends time hunting 
for fossils. 

This is a great video to find out more 
about palaeontologists.  

https://youtu.be/1FjyKmpmQzc 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music 
Why not try listening to the steady bass beat in this  

dance-a-long and join in with the dinosaur actions.  
https://youtu.be/Imhi98dHa5w 

 
English 

Try mark making with lots of  
different pencils or chalks. An 
old paint brush or roller and 

 water can create wonderful patterns or big 
words on fences or paving slabs. 
Making story maps 
Listen to a favourite story. Draw a long line 
on a piece of paper. Can you draw little 
pictures along the line to remind you what 
happened in the story? Can you change any 
of your pictures to make a different story? 
Writing your own story 
If you have used your imagination to change 
your story map, can you write your new 
story, making sure you use capital letters, 
finger spaces and full stops? 

 

Dinosaur Eggs! 
We have a dinosaur egg our classroom! 

Which species of animals also lay eggs? 
Birds lay eggs and they build a nest. 

Amphibians like frogs and toads lay eggs, 
sometimes in the water. They do not have 

shells on their eggs. 
Reptiles like snakes, tortoises and turtles 

lay eggs, they are soft and rubbery. 
 
 
 
 

 

Maths 
Counting beyond 20  
Which number comes after 29 
or 39? What about 49? 
Recognising quantities without counting 
If you roll a dice, can you tell how many 
dots there are without counting? Play a 
game where one person holds up a few 
fingers on one hand. Can you say how many 
without counting? 
Sharing between two groups 
What happens if you have 11 sweets and 
share them between two teddies? How 
many sweets does each teddy have? Is it 
fair (equal groups) or not fair (unequal 
groups)? How can you tell? How could you 
make it fair? 
 

Can you tell which part of a 
dinosaur are in these fossils? 

By the end of this topic you will: 
 

Have learnt the names of different 
dinosaurs and how we knew what they 

looked like. 
 

Have understood about the differences 
between the dinosaurs because of 
what they ate or where they lived. 

 
How the Earth might have been 

different when the dinosaurs were 
around to how it is now. 

 
Have found out the answer to:  
‘Where are the dinosaurs now? 

 

Fossilised dinosaur 
eggs have been 

found which 
proved that they 

laid eggs too.  

https://youtu.be/1FjyKmpmQzc

